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Confirmation Lesson 3: Introduction to Sacred Scripture
Reading the Bible, or Sacred Scripture, is at the heart of our Catholic Faith. Sacred Scripture is one of the three pillars of Church teaching.
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The other two pillars, Tradition and the Magisterium, help us to understand the Bible. Jesus did not intend for us to read parts of the Bible out of context of the whole story. Jesus also promised to send the Holy Spirit to the Catholic Church so that we could understand the truth and experience His counsel even after He ascended to the Father.
Tradition means that which is handed down. As Catholics, we believe that Jesus gave his apostles the authority to hand down and safeguard his teachings. 
Scripture is sometimes called “written Tradition” because it is a collection of writings inspired by the Holy Spirit and handed down to us. 
The Magisterium is the teaching authority of the Church. If we have problems or questions about Scripture and Tradition, we can always look to the Magisterium to guide us. 
Exercise: Practice Looking up Scripture Verses
“The New Testament lies hidden in the Old, and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New.” - St. Augustine
The Old Testament is the part of the Bible before Jesus was born. The New Testament is the part after Jesus came. 
Practice Looking up these verses in Scripture. Read aloud and discuss/ think about what they mean. What do these verses tell us about Jesus?
John 1:1-5


Rev 1:5-8


John 1:14


John 3:16-17


Psalm 22:1 & 14-18


Isaiah 53:3-6 & 10-12
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